references date from before 1966, with none after 1969. The experimental approach and the data presented are disappointing in that no new techniques are described and much of the work repeats what has been published elsewhere. Finally, the series of patients are, for the most part, small. Perhaps the most interesting chapter is that concerning the correlation of faecal fat with other metabolic and biochemical measurements. For specialists, the data on fbecal water and nitrogen may possibly be useful but even these data are often compromised by lack of clinical information. An outstanding example of this is in chapter 6, where several tables are presented concerning patients operated on for pseudocyst of the pancreas, with no clinical information at all and no indication as to what operation was performed.
I shall not give this book away but I am at a loss to know when next I shall find it useful. The production of this ninth edition is well up to the standard set in previous volumes.
As the editor states in his introduction, this is a valuable book for surgeons working in unfamiliar fields, and deprived of modern reference books and experienced advice. All conceivable surgical emergencies are most adequately dealt with; the only criticism is that sometimes too many alternative procedures are describedas, for instance, approaches to a strangulated femoral hernia. A most useful book with clear text and illustrations. E G TUCKWELL Gastroenterology An Integrated Course edited by Iain E Gillespie MD FRCS and T J Thomson MB chB FRcP pp ix +270 illustrated £1.50 Edinburgh &London: ChurchillLivingstone 1972 This publication comes from Glasgow Medical School, where a considerable amount of integration has been introduced into the teaching of clinical subjects to medical students, and this volume is based on the main topics discussed during the gastroenterological section of the fourth year. It is based on experience acquired over six years' teaching, and each section contains contributions from one or more surgeons and physicians, including specialists from special departments. It is pleasing to see how well all the important points are brought out, based on practical experience and not on reproduction from previous textbooks. Its 250 pages constitute a very reasonable claim on the student's reading time, being probably no more than the corresponding sections of standard textbooks, and it is a very readable, authoritative and practical volume, which many who have been qualified for some time would find a useful refresher exercise. The book is well illustrated with line drawings and with a number of photographs. One wonders, however, if the X-ray reproductions really pull their weight, and whether more line drawings, as are so commonly found in the present-day French textbooks, might not prove of greater value for students. There are excellent chapters on the history of the development of transurethral resection; on the design and sterilization of instruments and on the details of operative techniques, with another on the way to train a new resectionist; all who teach transurethral surgery will agree that this is most difficult, time-consuming and frustrating, but at the same time rewarding.
FRANCIS AVERY
Some of the chapters are concerned with all forms ofprostatectomy and not with transurethral resection alone; thus the anatomy and function of the bladder neck, timing of the operation in relation to chronic retention, details of meatotomy, vasotomy and so on are discussed. This is an outstanding British work, as useful to the trained as to the trainee, and should be in all urological departmental libraries. This classic book on electrocardiography has been extensively revised and brought up to date, in relation to the numerous advances in the field. The cardiac dysrhythmias have become of increasing importance in the management ofpatients with heart disease, and their genesis and natural history are clearly described. The text is clear, concise, and well written. The figures are of the utmost clarity. Vectorcardiography is concisely explained, and its importance in the interpretation of the electrocardiogram is well defined. The sixth edition of the book will be well received, and is strongly recommended to all who seek a better understanding of the subject.
LAWSON MCDONALD
An Introduction to Clinical Research by W P Small vRD chM FRCPE FRCSE and Urban Krause MD pp ix+ 125 £1.50 Edinburgh & London: ChurchillLivingstone 1972 In the years immediately following the last war, clinical research rather fell into desuetude because of the unfair criticism which was directed at it from most quarters. Largely because of the resurgence of measurement in medicine, nothing was readily accepted by the journals unless there were actual figures which could be analysed statistically. Now this has changed and clinical research has really found its proper place, being a most valuable form of investigating disease and, above all, the response of that disease to treatment.
This excellent little book is the ideal one to put in the hands of the registrar who wishes to tackle a problem in this very rewarding field. He will be told in simple English what books to read, how to collect his information, what sort of cards to record it on and lastly, the most important of all, how to evaluate it critically. There is an excellent final chapter on how to present the results clearly for publication. At the modest price of £1.50, this is one of the best examples of value for money in medical books at the present time.
SELWYN TAYLOR
Hypersensitivity to Drugs International Encyclopedia of Pharmacology and Therapeutics, Section 75, volume 1 edited by Max Samter and Charles W Parker pp xi +439+14 illustrated £12 Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1972 This is a valuable attempt to cover a field where lack of knowledge and difficulty in definition has led to endless confusion. This volume consists of a section on the underlying principles of drug hypersensitivity and a section on the changes produced in systems and organs by hypersensitivity reaction.
In the first chapter it is made clear that the term hypersensitivity as used in this volume implies an immunologically based process with the presence of antibody. However, the difficulty in sticking to this definition is shown in the section on analgesic nephropathy, which has been included under the heading of hypersensitivity but where there is very little evidence of an immunological cause.
Those working in the field of pharmacology, clinical pharmacology or immunology will find the book useful. Marek's disease virus (lymphoproliferative pathology in chickens), Lucke tumour virus (renal carcinoma in frogs) and the recently discovered herpesviruses of primates which produce lymphomas in monkeys. At the symposium there were nearly 150 participants from all parts of the world, and more than 70 papers were given. For at least a few years this will be an important book, with its wide-ranging and authoritative coverage of most aspects of herpesvirus biology. Especially useful for the general reader are the 17 review articles; specialist papers are on such topics as 'The localization of structural viral peptides in the herpes simplex virion' and 'Molecular events in the biosynthesis of Epstein-Barr virus in Burkitt lymphoblasts'.
There is an excellent summing-up article by Professor George Klein, and this contains a table which condenses the whole 515 pages into a takehome message about oncogenesis and herpesviruses. For those who will never see this book,
